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News Release 

28th June 2010 
Clarkston wins YES vote for town centre Business Improvement District
Businesses have given their staunch backing to plans to reinvigorate Clarkston town centre by delivering a ‘Yes’ vote for Scotland’s latest Business Improvement District (BID). The BID will raise some £80,000 in the first year and over £300,000 over five years towards projects aimed at enhancing the town centre. 

There are 132 businesses in the Clarkston BID area including the likes of Waterfall, Eat Deli, Nuala Ashe, Ollaberry, Autokits, Whispers, Tesco Express, Boots and the Cooperative.
The Clarkston BID business plan was developed in consultation with businesses and shoppers and as a result of this BID projects will include the creation of up to six new annual events to bring shoppers to the area, a marketing campaign to promote the area, the introduction of a shop improvement fund, the re-introduction of Christmas lighting, improved signage and a review of both parking and traffic flow.
New banner points will be installed and a new retail forum will be created to allow issues and opportunities to be discussed between the businesses.

Gordon Brown, the project co-ordinator for the Clarkston BID said: ”I am delighted that we have secured a yes. The local businesses have been a great help in pulling together the plan and will now see the benefit of the BID as it begins to unfold. A lot of hard work has also gone into the planning and the consultation from the Steering Group and can I thank them for their hard work. ”
Paul Knight, chairman of the BID Steering Group said: “Well done to everyone in the area for having faith that we can make a difference. I see the BID as a great opportunity for Clarkston Town Centre to influence its own future. The BID is run by the local businesses FOR the local businesses and a positive ballot is an opportunity to create and sustain a vibrant town centre.”
The Clarkston BID is the tenth BID in Scotland and is sponsored by East Renfrewshire Chamber of Commerce and backed by East Renfrewshire Council; who will be contributing £20,000 towards the first year of the BID.
Voting took place throughout May and June with the ballot closing on Friday 25th June. 
A total of 47.76% of eligible businesses voted representing 41.27% of the rateable value and easily satisfying the turnout threshold of 25%. 68.75% of businesses voted in favour of the BID which represented 66.67% of the rateable value, a resounding mandate for the BID.
John Swinney, Cabinet Secretary for Finance & Sustainable Growth said:
 
“The decision to form a Business Improvement District in Clarkston has the potential to boost the local economy. The Scottish Government stands full square behind businesses across Scotland and is acting to sustain economic recovery. We are fully supportive of BIDs because they enable businesses to work together for their collective benefit and for the good of the local economy. I look forward to seeing the Clarkston BID progress and wish all involved well."

Vincent Waters - President, East Renfrewshire Chamber of Commerce added: "ER CoC is delighted the businesses in Clarkston have supported the BID. We look forward to the positive benefits the BID will have for Clarkston business and for local people. The Chamber of Commerce is grateful to the Steering Committee of local retailers and to project coordinator Gordon Brown who have put such great effort into the project."


Ian Davison Porter, Project Director, Business Improvement Districts Scotland concluded:

“This is great news for Clarkston and shows that small towns across Scotland with the support of the businesses and the statutory authorities also have a real opportunity to make a difference to the business environment in these challenging times. East Renfrewshire Council should be congratulated for instigating this new type of BID which has been so enthusiastically approved by the businesses.” 
For further information on Business Improvement Districts Scotland please visit www.bids-scotland.com
(Ends)
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For further information or to interview Ian Davison Porter please contact Anna Gormley at The BIG Partnership on 01592 643200, 07884 061 844 or email anna.gormley@bigpartnership.co.uk 
NOTES FOR EDITORS
1. The Clarkston BID ballot was carried out by Electoral Reform Services and the full results were:
	
	percentage
	required

	Votes 
	47.76% of businesses 

eligible to vote
	More than 25% of businesses eligible to vote

	Votes
	41.27% by rateable value
	More than 25% of rateable value

	Of the votes cast:
	
	

	in favour
	68.75%
	More than 50% of votes cast

	Rateable value:
	
	

	in favour
	66.67%
	More than 50% of aggregate rateable value from votes cast


2. The origins of BIDs can be traced to 1960s Canada. Around 1,400 have now been established worldwide. 

3. There are currently nine operational BIDs in Scotland – Alloa town centre, Bathgate town centre, Clackmannanshire business parks, Edinburgh city centre, Falkirk town centre, Inverness city centre, Dunfermline city centre, Kirkcaldy town centre and Elgin city centre with considerable interest from other areas of Scotland.
4. Central support from the Scottish Government for the BIDs programme is set to continue in 2010-11 and beyond.  One-off Scottish Government support of up to £20,000 will be available as ‘seedcorn’ funding for each new BID project that comes forward (subject to some minimum criteria). These modest but useful sums will be intended to act as a catalyst to enable partnership working and the development of realistic BID proposals that are likely to be attractive to local private and public sector backers (including the local authority).

5. A BID is a precisely-defined geographical area of a town, city, commercial district or rural area, where local businesses have voted to invest collectively in local improvements, in addition to those delivered by statutory authorities. BIDs often take the form of partnership arrangements through which the local business community and statutory authorities can take forward projects and services to benefit the community.
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