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Clarkston BID to make it a brighter, more local Christmas.
Thanks to the Clarkston Business Improvement District (BID) initiative Clarkston is the only town centre in East Renfrewshire switching on Christmas lights for the second year in a row. The lights will be bigger and brighter than last year and the BID has prepared more surprises for residents, shoppers and visitors.

Apart from the lights switch on, which will happen on Saturday the 12th November, numerous shops in Clarkston will remain open until 7 pm on Thursdays and from 12 to 4pm on Sundays throughout December giving Christmas shoppers more time to shop locally for their Christmas gifts.
In addition visitors to the town centre will be invited to enjoy Christmas carols performed outdoors by local schools’ choirs, there will be an opportunity to take a horse and carriage ride or even a rickshaw ride around the Clarkston shops and families will be able to participate, and win exciting prizes, in the Christmas Reindeer Hunt. 
What’s more, the BID businesses have decided to improve the town centre and provide shoppers with more information by installing street banners and mall-type signs, which will appear on Clarkston streets on the 7th of November. 

Paul Knight, Clarkston BID’s Chair, said: “We are hoping that by initiating later opening hours and introducing new events and supplying more information that we make Clarkston an exciting and convenient destination for Christmas shoppers this year to compliment the excellent products and the friendly and personal service that the area is known for”.

Clarkston BID, which is funded and led by local businesses, aims to promote Clarkston Town Centre. 

For further information about events please visit Clarkston BID on Facebook or contact the project coordinator Danny McKendry on
0141 577 8481 or 07788150223. 

Note to Editors:  

1 What is a BID?  A Business Improvement District (BID) is a precisely defined geographical area of a town, city, commercial district or rural area, where non domestic ratepayers have voted to invest collectively in local improvements in addition to those delivered by statutory authorities.  This is a business-led strategy where businesses work together and invest collectively in local improvements to their business environment. A BID is often, although not exclusively, a partnership arrangement through which the local business community and statutory authorities can take forward projects and services which will benefit the local economy.   A BID is not a substitute for central or local government services, but is an innovative and effective way that additional funding can be raised, with the businesses deciding how it should be spent to strengthen the local business economy.

2 A proven approach.  BIDs were originally started in Canada in the late 1960s, spreading to the US in the 1970s. A measure of their popularity is that some 1400 have been established worldwide and to date almost 99 per cent have been given a new mandate by the businesses involved in the BID area when they come up for renewal – usually every three to five years.

3 Services and benefits.  The type of services a BID could pay for will reflect those identified by the businesses themselves, but could include services or projects associated with access, safety and security, environmental improvements, marketing and promotion, asset management, collective procurement or business to business.   Although those mentioned above are typical however this does not mean a BID must be limited to these, as long as all parties to the BID agree on the improvement that needs to be made and the steps required to achieve them.

4 Business Improvement Districts Scotland (BIDS) 
There are currently eleven operational BIDs in Scotland – Alloa, Bathgate, Clackmannanshire business parks, Edinburgh city centre, Falkirk, Inverness, Dunfermline, Elgin, Aberdeen, Clarkston and Kircaldy and there is considerable interest from other areas of Scotland.
